JOINT STATEMENT
ON
U.S.-CHINA FIRST TRANSPORTATION FORUM

Efficient and integrated transportation systems are a vital underpinning of a nation's
ability to successfully engage in trading relationships. It is the U.S.-China transportation
infrastructure that has supported unprecedented trade flows and has helped to define the
strength of our positions within the global economy. As we try to further strengthen our
trading capacity through improved transportation systems, we find that both nations have
shared challenges, common experiences and unique needs. The launching of the
Transportation Forum gives each nation a stronger foundation to share approaches to our
one goal--MAXIMIZING TRANSPORTATION CAPACITY THROUGH INCREASED
INFRASTRUCTURE EFFICIENCY.

Ensuring that the benefits attributed to more efficient transport systems can be realized
requires an enduring commitment to create venues in which common experiences and
challenges involving our transport systems are shared. The discussions realized during
each Transportation Forum can further strengthen our commitment and focus on
developing transportation polices and strategic approaches that enhance our transport
systems and support our trade relationship. Those strategic approaches should include
the involvement of private industry whose insight and know-how can often be harnessed
to further our goals.

Recognizing this, we convened the first meeting of Transportation Forum in Beijing,
China on December 3, 2008 in order to better learn and discuss transportation policies
and objectives. These discussions were the development of cooperative areas to which
we had earlier agreed. These areas included: Infrastructure Development and Innovative
Financing, Urban Congestion, Transportation Technologies, Supply Chain Logistics,
Disaster Assistance Coordination and Sustainable Development. In addition to the
aforementioned principals each side had agreed as a first project a joint study/survey on
“Trade Flows and Infrastructure Development™ between the United States and China,
with a 10-year outlook. The completion of this project will serve to further enhance
future Transport Forums.

The first meeting of Transportation Forum successfully achieved:
-The re-commitment of the effort set forth in the Joint Declaration signed in
Annapolis MD, on June 17, 2008, namely: to establish a U.S.-China
Transportation Forum (TF) covering rail, transit, water-born and several other
modes of transportation.

-Fruitful discussions on the following critical areas:

e Infrastructure Development and Innovative Finance: developing,
maintaining and enhancing transportation infrastructure in both nations to




enable trade growth and economic development; providing a range of
perspectives on new policy structures, options, and tools in terms of
finance and management to meet transportation needs and encourage
greater participation by private enterprises;

e Urban Congestion: identifying efficient and effective means to enable
urban traffic, economic and trade growth while avoiding or alleviating
traffic congestion in densely populated cities;

¢ Transportation Technologies: using new and developing technologies to
foster more efficient uses of transportation resources; and

o Disaster Assistance Coordination: developing and strengthening
transportation infrastructure systems to enable rapid response to relief
efforts, studying best practices in relief coordination, including
contingency planning and institutional capacity building.

NEXT STEPS

We recognized the importance of adequately supporting future Transportation Forums.
To begin our concrete work, we therefore have committed to the establishment of
working groups on:

New Technologies in Transport
Transport of Hazardous Materials
Urban Congestion

Innovative Financing

Disaster Assistance Coordination
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These working groups are intended to focus on the existing areas. For new technologies
in transport, we will commence with an examination of railways. Further, our agencies
will continue to develop additional areas for collaboration and report to our level with
specific subject areas and plans of action.

We agreed to involve the industry representatives in our on-going efforts in recognition
that the issues and needs of users and providers of transportation are important
components of government policy considerations.

To demonstrate commitment to on-going collaborative efforts, the US Department of
Transportation has partnered with the US Trade and Development Agency (TDA). TDA
will provide resources to disaster assistance training and facilitate meetings between the
Ministry of Transport and the Department of Transportation with leading industry experts
for the purpose of sharing the latest developments and technologies in surface
transportation.

CONCLUSION

We recognized that the challenges and opportunities of trade and transportation require
our sustained attention in order that we may effectively anticipate future transportation



needs, and assure our nations’ place in global trade. The first meeting of Transportation
Forum in Beijing built on the close collaboration begun in Annapolis, and we remain
convinced that continuing cooperation and coordination among Ministers will bring
benefits to our countries years to come.

We commit to continuing our work together in a spirit of cooperation and goodwill. It is
our intent that the second meeting of Transportation Forum will be convened in the
United States in 2009.

Signed in Beijing, in duplicate, on December 3, 2008 in the English and Chinese
languages.
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For the Departmént of Transportation of For the Ministry of Transport of
The United States of America The People’s Republic of China
Thomas J. Barrett Weng Mengyong

Deputy Secretary Vice Minister
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